I/WE CLAIM: 



1 . In a dishwasher including a tub defining a washing chamber 
accommodating a shiftable rack, and a door, having an interior panel, 
pivotally mounted to the tub for selectively accessing the washing 
chamber, a dispensing assembly comprising: 

a housing provided on the interior panel and defining a detergent 
compartment for receiving detergent; 

a lid pivotally mounted for movement between a closed position in 
which the detergent compartment is covered and a dispensing position in 
which the detergent compartment is exposed; and 

a shield member being spaced from and extending across at least a 
portion of the lid to assure the lid is not obstructed by kitchenware in the 
dishwasher when moving from the closed position to the dispensing 
position during a wash cycle. 

2. The dispensing assembly according to claim 1, wherein the shield 
member includes leg portions extending away from the lid and a cross 
portion which interconnects the leg portions at a position spaced from a 
front surface of the lid. 

3. The dispensing assembly according to claim 2, wherein the leg 
portions and the cross portion form a U-shaped member that extends 
about the detergent compartment. 

4. The dispensing assembly according to claim 1 , wherein the shield 
member is mounted for pivotal movement relative to the housing between 
a shielding position and a loading position. 
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5. The dispensing assembly according to claim 1, wherein the lid and 
shield member are movable to a fully open position for loading of the 
detergent compartment. 

6. The dispensing assembly according to claim 5, wherein the shield 
member and the lid pivot about a common axis. 

7. The dispensing assembly according to claim 1, further comprising 
a latch for retaining the lid and shield member in the closed position. 

8. The dispensing assembly according to claim 4, wherein the shield 
member further includes tabs which are positioned beneath the lid when 
the lid is in the closed position for holding the shield member in its 
shielding position. 

9. A dishwasher comprising: 

a tub defining a washing chamber including an open frontal 
portion; 

at least one rack shiftably mounted within the washing chamber, 
said at least one rack being adapted to support kitchenware; 

a door, including an interior panel, pivotally mounted for 
movement between a closed condition, wherein the door substantially 
seals the open frontal portion, and an opened condition, wherein the door 
is lowered for loading or unloading of the at least one rack; 

a dispensing assembly arranged on the interior panel of the door, 
said dispensing assembly including a detergent compartment and a lid, 
said lid being movable, relative to the detergent compartment, between a 
closed position in which the lid substantially seals the detergent 
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compartment, and a dispensing position exposing the detergent 
compartment; and 

a shield member extending across at least a portion of the 
dispensing assembly directly adjacent the lid, said shield member 
providing the lid with unobstructed movement between the closed and 
dispensing positions. 

1 0. The dishwasher according to claim 9, wherein the shield member 
includes leg portions extending away from the lid and a cross portion 
which interconnects the leg portions at a position spaced from a front 
surface of the lid. 

1 1 . The dishwasher according to claim 10, wherein the leg portions 
and the cross portion form a U-shaped member that extends about the 
detergent compartment. 

12. The dishwasher according to claim 9, wherein the shield member is 
mounted for pivotal movement relative to the detergent compartment 
between a shielding position and a loading position. 

13. The dishwasher according to claim 9, wherein the lid and shield 
member are movable to a fully open position for loading of the detergent 
c ompartment . 

14. The dishwasher according to claim 12, wherein the shield member 
and the lid pivot about a common axis. 
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15. The dishwasher according to claim 9, further comprising a latch for 
retaining the lid and shield member in the closed position. 

16. The dishwasher according to claim 14, wherein the shield member 
further includes tabs, which are positioned beneath the lid when the lid is 
in the closed position, for holding the shield member in its shielding 
position. 

17. The dishwasher according to claim 9, wherein the shield member is 
mounted to the dispensing assembly. 

18. A method of loading and dispensing detergent in a dishwasher 
having a dispensing assembly including a detergent compartment, a lid, 
and a shield member, said method comprising: 

rotating the shield member and lid to a position in which the 
detergent compartment is fully exposed; 

adding an effective amount of detergent to the detergent 
compartment; 

rotating the shield member and the lid to a position in which the lid 
is covering the detergent compartment and the shield member extends 
across at least a portion of the dispensing assembly adjacent to the lid; 

activating a wash cycle; and 

shifting the lid from the closed position to the dispensing position 
during the wash cycle, with the shield member providing the lid with 
unobstructed movement. 
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1 9. The method according to claim 20, further comprising: retaining 
the shield member in a shielding position when the lid is in the closed 
position. 
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